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Dance Around The Clock
Oregon’s 2026 Mid-Winter Festival

No fes8val can happen without the hard work of many
people. This year, they exceeded the sum of the parts to
create a special event in order to welcome everyone back
to Mid-Winter aFer missing a year. Please take a moment
to thank them when you see them on the dance floor.
They make this event the success it is every year.

Commi2ee Members
Chairmen: Karyn and Mathew Buchheit

Co-Chairman: Brooke Davison
Advisor: Julia Buchheit

OFSRDC 1st Vice President................................ Dave Cooper
Secretary...................................................... Linda Neuschwander
Treasurer ................................................Chuck (Sandy) Eddings
Advertising Chair .......................Melissa Avila & Kaylia Avila
Caller Host ........................................................George Hermann
Ceremonies .......................................................Thomas Buchheit
Clogging Program .........................Rick & Megan Weidenhaft
Cuer Hosts ..................................Darby Green & Nancy Boone
Decorations Chair .................................................Kathy Roberts
Facebook........................................ Lisa Kious, Lisa & Bill Coen
Facilities Chairmen.............................. Roy Houtz & Bill Coen
Historian .................................................................... Paige Arnold
Hospitality Chairman ........................................... Wendy Houtz
Insurance ................................................................. Ilana Widders
Media Arts Chairman......................... Aaron (Linda) Gibbens
Photographer ..............................................................Blake Smith
Program Book Chairman........................................... Zola Jones
Publicity Chairmen ............................Shaun & Lila McKamey
Raffle Table Chairmen....Celinda Gourley & Nancy Wilson
Registration Chairman...........................................Linda Putzler
Resale Clothing Chairman..............................Sheila Machado
Round Dance Program .................Tami Helms & Tim Keck
Sound Chairman ..................................................David Vomocil
Split the Pot Chairman...............................................Lois Muck

Ray Brendzy
Caller

Burnaby, BC

JL & Linda Pelton
Cuers

Dallas Texas
Andrew Perry
Clogging Cuer
Dickinson Center
New York

www.midwinterfestival.com
www.facebook.com/MidWinterSDFestival

2026 Chair
Karyn Buchheit

buchheitfarmkm@gmail.com
503-873-5241 or 503-383-4869

Linn County Expo
Center

3700 Knox Butte Rd.
Albany, Oregon

2026 Co-Chair
Brooke Davison

davison.brooke.77@gmail.com
858-603-0216
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Raffle!
Try Your Luck. Buy Raffle Tickets & Win

Special Prizes and Baskets
The clubs throughout Oregon have created baskets for the
dancers to take a chance on.

Also some Very Special Prizes have been donated for you to
win.

Look for them in the Vendor Hall

$1.00 for 1 8cket
$5.00 for 6 8ckets
$10.00 for 15 8ckets

Drawing will be held on Saturday at 9:30 pm

Winners will be posted at the Registra8on/Ticket Booth aFer
9:30 pm. Baskets can be claimed by 11:00 pm in the Vendor
Hall or Sunday by 11:30 am at the Ticket Booth

Jewelry from
the Southwest

ROGER PUTZLER
jewelry@ifyoudontask.com
www.ifyoudontask.com

BOLO TIES
EARRINGS & NECKLACES

MEN’S & WOMEN’S WATCHES

Festival Ribbon Required for
all Festival Dances
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Adver8sers Index
Boatnik Square Dance Fes8val ....................................................... 21
Cascade Grill .................................................................................. 40
Cherry City Plumbing .........................................................Back Cover
The Chicken Shanty ........................................................................ 15
Jewelry From The Southwest ............................................................ 8
Linn County Expo Center................................................................... 2
Quality Inn........................................................................................................ 16
Shortstop’s Burgers .......................................................................................... 17
Southpaw’s....................................................................................................... 17
Sq-Dini Badge Co. ............................................................................................. 13
Sweetwaters Restaurant .................................................................................. 34

Square Dance Program...................Erin & Darrell Kalmbach
Ticket Booth Chairmen...........Richard Pluff & Gail Jackson
Vendor Booth Chairmen ........................................ Larry Reetz,

Elizabeth Wiesner & Sarah Freitag
Website ............................................Steven & Vincent Buchheit
Youth Chairman ................................................... Julia Buchheit
Visitations

Central Oregon .......................... Lonnie & Marilyn Waak
Emerald Empire ..............................................Linda Putzler
Mid-Willamette .................Celinda Gourley & Nancy

Wilson
Portland Area......................Lisa Kious, Lisa & Bill Coen
Tualatin Valley..........................Erin & Darrell Kalmbach
Rogue Sis-Q......................................................Rikki Lobato
South Coast........................................Dave & Patty Cooper
Umpqua ..................................................................Lois Muck
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State Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joyce (Mike) Welton
First Vice President . . . . . Dave (Patty) Cooper
Second Vice President . . . . Julia Buchheit
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lane (Marie) Clem
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lorri McIntosh
Membership Chair. . . . . . . . Sue Harrel
Past President . . . . . . . . . . Patrick (Cherie) Cox

Emerald Empire Area Officers
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roy Houtz
Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Vanderlinde
Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Reetz
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connie Seamans
State Delegate . . . . . . . . . . Zola Jones
Past President . . . . . . . . . . . Larry Reetz

Thank You! Emerald Empire Area
Council Clubs

Cascade Callers & Cuers Association
Cast-A-Shadow

Misty Valley Cloggers
Single Trees

Spin Cycle Squares
Sweet Home Squarenaders

Whirl-A-Ways

7

It is with great pleasure and gratitude
that we welcome you to the 65th
annual Mid-Winter Festival. Without

you we would not be doing what we do. So please enjoy this
great weekend that we have planned for you. Dance, shop
and visit with other dancers. Our featured caller this
weekend is Ray Brendzy from Burnaby, British Columbia,
Canada. Our round dance cuers are JL & Linda Pelton from
Plano, Texas. Our clogging instructor is Andrew Perry from
Dickinson Center, New York. They will all keep us on our
toes on the dance floors.
We have a wonderful committee that has spent many hours
working to make this a fun filled festival. We especially
thank them for all of their attention and dedicated work.
Please take a moment to thank them for their time and effort
when you see them. Several of them have been on the Mid-
Winter committees for years because they love our activity.
Have a great time here in Albany and remember to share
your love of dancing with others so we can keep this great
activity alive and strong.

Enjoy the weekend!
Karyn Buchheit
2026 Mid-Winter Festival Chairman
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JL AND LINDA
PELTON

CUER
DALLAS, TX

JL and Linda met square dancing in 2004 and they
began round dancing together in 2005. They
currently have a Phase 5 Carousel Club in Plano,
Texas, and also teach basic and intermediate round
dance lessons.
They have taught at many festivals in Texas, as
well as at ICBDA conventions throughout the
states, and were featured clinicians in Ontario,
Canada. Some of their choreography includes
Dance With the Devil (4 CH), Lariat of Dreams (5
WZ), and It’s All Right 4 (4 FT).
JL and Linda have actively served in various
positions for ICBDA, Roundalab, and other dance
organizations over many years. Currently they
serve on the ICBDATechnical Advisory
Committee, Linda is the ICBDA Secretary, and JL
is the webmaster for several dance sites. In 2023,
JL and Linda were honored to receive ICBDA’s
Distinguished Service Award.
JL retired from the US Postal Service as an
Electronics Technician and Network Administrator,
and Linda retired from the telecommunications
industry as a Technical Writer.

9

Split-the-Pot
Tickets are available at the
special table in the Lobby

Friday 1–9 pm, Saturday 10 am–9 pm, and from
wandering committee members who are wear-
ing Split-the-Pot coverings. You must be 18 or
older to purchase tickets.
Drawings will be held Friday
at 9 pm and Saturday at 9
pm. Winning numbers will be
posted in the main lobby.
Winners need to come to
the Ticket Booth to claim
their prize no later than 11:30 am on Sunday.

Registration Booth
Ticket Booth Hours

Hours to be open:
Friday: 1:00 – 4:00 pm

6:00 – 9:00 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am – 12 noon

1:00 – 4:00 pm
6:00 – 9:00 pm

Sunday: Closed
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RAY BRENDZY
CALLER

BURNABY, BC

Ray was born and raised in Vancouver, BC. He has been
dancing for 60 years, and calling for 58 of those years. He is
married to Christine and they have two children, Nicholas
(27) and Caitlyn (25). Ray was a teacher and administrator
with the Vancouver School Board for 37 years, and Christine
recently retired after 37 years of teaching as well. Nicholas
and Caitlyn are both working in the school system and they
call and cue for their own square and round dance clubs. The
Brendzys are truly a square dance family and are great
ambassadors for our activity. Ray currently calls for five
clubs, and Nicholas and Caitlyn call and cue for their own two
clubs, and cue for three others. They often travel as a family
to dance events and enjoy sharing the stage and presenting
some great harmony together. Ray calls from beginners to
C3B and he has traveled throughout Canada and the United
States. He has also called in Japan, England, Germany, and
Sweden. When he was in the classroom, Ray enjoyed
teaching Grade 7 and he incorporated square dance lessons
into his school, organising an afternoon of dance event for the
community. He gave workshops in his school district to
fellow teachers on professional days for many years. Ray has
been retired from teaching for the past eight years, and this
has allowed him to devote more time to the promotion of his
favorite activity and to learn higher-level round dances with
Christine.

Ray is well known for his teaching ability in the square dance
community. He loves to create interesting material for the
dance community, and enjoys performing on stage. Ray also
loves to sing, and he especially likes to share the stage with
Nicholas and Caitlyn. He runs a youth dance program, as well
as teaches classes at the beginner/SSD level, mainstream,
plus, advanced and challenge levels. Ray has also trained
many callers over the years in the art of calling with the hope
that by doing so, he can keep our activity alive and thriving.

Find Mid-Winter on Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/
MidWinterSDFestival
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Ray is a member of CallerLab, and serves as a member of the
Board of Governors. He is the Chair of the Advanced
Committee and participates on the Mainstream, Plus,
Challenge, and Definitions Committees. He was the co-chair
of the BC provincial festival in July 2025, and is the program
chair for the Canadian National, which will be in Penticton,
BC, in 2026. Ray hopes that by contributing in a leadership
role, he can help keep square dancing alive around the world.
He records for Lou Mac records, and enjoys his time in the re-
cording studio. Ray loves traveling, hiking, dancing, skiing,
and traveling in the family’s trailer. Now that Christine has
retired, the couple plans on enjoying dancing and calling
around the world.

Ray is excited to be on staff and looks forward to calling for
you.

Lost and Found
Located in main lobby at the ticket booth.

Lost Ribbons may by replaced at the registration
booth for a $5.00 fee per ribbon upon confirmation

of original purchase.

Any found items remaining two weeks after the
festival will be donated to charity or disposed of.

Coats and Hats
Coats may be hung in the following halls at your

OWN RISK:
Round Dance Hall, Mainstream Hall and Plus Hall
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OPENING CEREMONIES
FRIDAY EVENING

Karyn wishes to invite you and your club to
join us for the Opening Ceremonies at 7:00 pm
in the Willamette Building – Hall A (Mainstream
Hall). We will begin with the “Colors”, our
National Anthem as well as the Canadian
National Anthem, and an invocation. We hope
to see you there.

Our theme this year is “Dance Around The
Clock” and our decorations are following a
50’s/60’s theme. We would like to encourage
everyone to join the theme with your outfits for
the weekend. Please feel free to dress up in an
outfit that represents the 50’s/60’s to you. We
welcome seeing your imagination come out.

DANCE TO DRESS AROUND
THE CLOCK

GET YOUR MONEY’S WORTH

Quality Inn & Suites
251 Airport RD SE
Albany, OR 97322

541-928-0921

choicehotels.com
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RecreationalVehicleParkingfor2026
You can secure Recreational Vehicle parking by
going online to: www.lcfairexpo.com or by
telephone: 541-926-4314. Recreational Vehicle

parking will be on a first come-
first served basis. Note: There is a
computer in the lobby of the
Fairgrounds to make reservations
during the Festival.

COUPONFUN BADGE
2 / $3.00

2026

Innovative Laser Engraving
28 YEARS OF SERVICE

Special 2026 Fun Badges $1.75 ea.
OR 2/$3.00 with coupon

2026 Mid-Winter Festival
LIM
ITE
D

NU
MB
ER

LIMITED
NUMBER

Sq Dini Badge Co.
www.Sq-Dini.com
SqDini@aol.com
(503) 646-5754

1998




